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City of Vernon Files Lawsuit to Overturn Metro’s Proposed Expansion of 
the Malabar Yard 
 

 

Vernon, CA — The City of Vernon filed a lawsuit on Friday, November 21, 2025, 

against the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro), 

alleging that Metro’s decision to include the Malabar Yard as “mitigation” for the 

Link Union Station (Link US) Project’s impacts on freight rail violated the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

 

The City filed its complaint in Los Angeles Superior Court, alleging that Metro’s 

Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) improperly requires new rail 

crossings and road closures in an effort to significantly expand the Malabar Yard, a 

BNSF storage yard in the heart of Vernon, to mitigate an environmental impact that 

does not exist.  The Malabar Yard is not part of the Link US Project, is located miles 

away from Union Station, and is not necessary to allow this important regional 

transportation project to proceed.   

 

The proposed Malabar Yard mitigation includes a full closure of 49th Street and 

1,000 feet of new track and associated crossing infrastructure at 46th Street, both of 

which will cause significant traffic, air quality, noise, and safety impacts.  These 

significant changes require the consent of the City of Vernon, which has not been 

granted.  The City is asking that the court overturn the Metro Board’s certification of 

the SEIR and approval of the Project until an adequate environmental impact report 

can be prepared that removes the Malabar Yard as required mitigation. 

 

“The City of Vernon has been very clear about its opposition to the closure of our 

City streets for an unnecessary expansion of BNSF’s Malabar Yard,”  said City 

Administrator Brian Saeki.  “For decades, the City has consistently rejected BNSF’s 

requests for the proposed road modifications.  Now Metro improperly granted a 

major operational benefit to a private railroad under the guise of CEQA.”  BNSF is 

named as a real party in interest in the City’s lawsuit. 

 

The Vernon City Council has directed staff to take all available steps to prevent the 

49th Street closure and 46th Street crossing.  To that end, the City has retained an 

expert in railroad operations to identify alternative solutions that deliver additional 
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storage space, while protecting residents from the undue burdens.  Vernon remains 

willing to discuss meaningful alternatives that avoid the Malabar Yard.   

 

“Metro deliberately chose the Malabar Yard on the outdated belief that Vernon is 

nothing but ‘industrial,’ while ignoring the nearby elementary school, church, 

hospital, and residents,” said Mayor Leticia Lopez.  “This is not environmental justice.”   

 

“The proposed closure of 49th Street and the lengthy rail crossing at 46th Street 

present real and significant threats to public safety,” said Vernon Chief of Police 

Robert Sousa.  Metro’s own SEIR acknowledges that emergency responders may be 

delayed due to the associated traffic impacts. 

 

The City of Vernon is a strong supporter of the Link US Project, which will improve rail 

efficiency throughout Los Angeles County.  The City’s opposition is solely limited to 

the SEIR’s inclusion of the Malabar Yard expansion as mitigation for an unfounded 

environmental impact on freight rail storage.  “Because the City of Vernon has not 

consented to the modification of 46th and 49th streets, Metro has unnecessarily 

caused delay and uncertainty to its own project.  This is an unfortunate waste of 

resources,” said City Administrator Saeki.   
 

### 

 
About Vernon  

Founded in 1905, the city of Vernon is the only city in California that provides its residents and businesses 

with reliable and affordable electricity, water, natural gas, fiber optics services, and has its own Public 

Health Department. With a goal of providing the lowest electric rates in the state by 2030, the city is an 

economic engine to the Los Angeles area and home to approximately 1,800 businesses that employ 

50,000 people and provides $1.1 billion in taxable spending into the US economy. Learn more by visiting 

www.cityofvernonca.gov. 
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