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City of Vernon Disappointed with Metro’s Decision to Advance BNSF Expansion Over
Community Opposition

Vernon, CA — The City of Vernon today denounced the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s (Metro’s) 8-0 vote approving the
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for the Link Union Station Project’s
Malabar Yard Mitigation, clearing the way for BNSF Railway to move its rail storage
operations from Union Station into Vernon. The action enables the taking of local
businesses by eminent domain and disregards decades of community opposition to
the yard’s expansion.

“BNSF has pursued this land deal for years, and Vernon has stood firm in protecting
our community,” said Mayor Leticia Lopez. “Metro’s action gives a billion-dollar
corporation what it wants while our businesses and working families pay the price.
This isn’t mitigation — it's a setback for fairness and accountability.”

For more than twenty years, Vernon has opposed BNSF's Malabar Yard expansion,
citing severe traffic, air quality, safety, and community impacts that remain
unaddressed. Despite repeated outreach, BNSF has refused to finalize an operating
agreement limiting train length and frequency — key factors needed to assess
environmental effects.

“This outcome shows how large corporations can use public agencies to advance
their interests at the expense of local communities,” said City Administrator Brian
Saeki. “Our residents, workers, and businesses will bear the impact, and Metro’s vote
represents a loss of local control.”

Vernon's official comments detailed maijor flaws in Metro’s plan: permanent closure
of 49th Street, new crossing blockages on 46th Street, and increased pollution and
congestion near homes, schools, and medical facilities. Metro’s data, collected
during COVID shutdowns, fails to reflect real traffic or emergency-response
conditions.

The City maintains Metro is improperly using a real estate tfransaction with BNSF as a
mitigation measure under CEQA and NEPA and had urged approval of the Link
Union Station Project without the Malabar Yard component.
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“Meftro’s decision undermines community trust,” said Marisa Olguin, President of the
Vernon Chamber of Commerce. “Long-standing businesses and hundreds of jobs
are now at risk so a global freight company can take more land. It's a devastating
message to small communities.”

The Malabar Yard expansion cannot proceed without City approvals, including
right-of-way closures and crossing permits. The City Council has directed staff to
pursue all legal options to protect Vernon'’s interests.

“We appreciate motions by Chair Dutra and Directors Hahn and Solis urging BNSF to
collaborate,” Mayor Lopez added. “That’s a start — but Vernon will continue
advocating for our community.”
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About Vernon

Founded in 1905, the city of Vernon is the only city in California that provides its residents and businesses
with reliable and affordable electricity, water, natural gas, fiber optics services, and has its own Public
Health Department. With a goal of providing the lowest electric rates in the state by 2030, the city is an
economic engine to the Los Angeles area and home to approximately 1,800 businesses that employ
50,000 people and provides $1.1 billion in taxable spending info the US economy. Learn more by visiting
www.cityofvernonca.gov.
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